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Dear Ms Stryjak, 
 
Planning Committee meeting, 8 April 2021, Homebase & Tesco (P/2020/3099 & 
P/2020/3100)–further issues 
 
With reference to your follow up letter of 22 April 2021 I will respond to each point in 
turn: 

1. Unanswered Question on the Format of the Meeting 

I answered this question in my letter of 22 April 2021 confirming that objectors speaking 
first give Members of the Committee the opportunity to question the developers based 
on the representations made. I am not aware of any best practice document that states 
that objectors should be allowed to question developers, to my (or any other officers’) 
knowledge there has been no planning committee at Hounslow where objectors have 
been allowed to question developers and in our extensive knowledge of how planning 
committees operate at other Councils we are not aware of this taking place. 
 
As such I would reiterate, I do not see any fault in how the format of the meeting was 
handled. 

2. Lack of Documentation 

People who are registered blind, such as Councillor Collins, read documents in a 
number of ways, for example, via increased font-size for printed documents; and 
computer software which allows for increasing text size on screen, conversion to audio 
or braille display. Having spoken to Councillor Collins, the quote you have referenced 
was made in relation to the fact that he did not have, at hand, the full officer reports in 
printed form (hence his “Pantechnicon” reference as the reports for both applications 
ran to more than 350 pages).  Councillor Collins is an experienced member of the 
planning committee and has confirmed that he had sufficient information on the scheme 
upon which to base his decision. The Council provides Cllr Collins with appropriate 
technology and support to ensure that he is able to both read and understand reports 
before the committee and all other business of the Council. 
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3. Interruptions in Listening to the Meeting and Monitoring Absences 

As I confirmed in my letter of 22 April 2021 Members (including Councillor Collins) 
stated that they had been present for the whole meeting when voting on the 
applications. 

4. Break in the Recording of the Meeting 

Having spoken to officers’ present at the meeting I can confirm that there was not a 
pause in the Microsoft Teams meeting, nor were there any concerns raised that Geraint 
Nutt’s response was not heard and fully considered by Members. This appears to have 
been an issue in broadcasting the meeting onto YouTube and not something that 
compromised members consideration of the scheme on the Teams platform.  

5. Motion in Support of Homebase Site 

The motions/ voting were based on the scheme presented to members on the night and 
they were aware of that. There have been no formal agreements to amend the scheme 
on the basis of these comments. It may be the case that Councillors put forward 
aspirations for a scheme but that will be outside of this formal decision-making process 
and at their discretion. 

6. Concerns about Pre - Determination 

I have covered this point in my letter of 22 April 2021. At no point is there any evidence 
to suggest that planning officers or the planning committee, as a regulatory arm of the 
Council pre - determined this scheme. You have pointed to other teams within the 
Council to suggest evidence of pre determination, no officer or member involved in the 
decision making process was part of the decision to buy homes or the editing of the 
Great West Magazine, nor will they have been influenced by this at any time. It is 
crucial to understand that the regulatory function of the Planning Committee is 
completely separate to the corporate Council’s interest in development, regeneration, or 
land matters and this is scrupulously managed to ensure that this is the case. 
 

I hope that this satisfactorily answers your questions in respect of these matters. 
 

 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 

  
Niall Bolger  
Chief Executive 
London Borough of Hounslow 

 


