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Figure 2 – tested verified wireline from Photo J 
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Photo K – southern edge of the lake (adjacent to a bench) 

 

Photo L – southern edge of the lake (adjacent to a bench) 

 

Photo M – Sackler Crossing (south end) 

 

Photo N – Sackler Crossing (north end) 
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The Gardens Trust 

 The visual effects of the proposed development were assessed within the September 2020 TVIA and 
considered the visibility from within Osterley Park, The Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew and Syon Park. The 
assessment considered representative views agreed in consultation with stakeholders as part of the 
Environmental Impact Assessment Scoping Opinion and further consultation with LBH Officers.  

 The September 2020 TVIA acknowledges that the proposed development would be visible from Osterley 
Park under paragraph 1.107 and this is illustrated within the tested representative views (nos. 7 to 10), 
which demonstrated that elements of the proposed development would be visible within some views from 
the park.  

 The assessment concluded that the proposed development within views 7, 8 and 10 would have a varying 
very low to low magnitude of impact on these views, due to being visible in the background of the views 
(beyond the associated treed boundaries). When not screened by the boundary trees, the proposed 
development would be read in conjunction with the existing 20th and 21st century urban context of 
Osterley, symptomatic of the location within the south western suburbs of London.  

Royal Botanic Gardens Kew 

 The Royal Botanic Gardens letter identify four locations from which they would like to see additional views. 
These included: 

1. Within Kew Gardens in line with Isleworth Gate, about 25 m behind the gate. 
2. From the Woodland Walk, preferably with a clear line of sight to Syon House 
3. A three-quarter view of Syon House from the south west as the George III painting view, again 

with a clear line of sight, so likely to be close to the site boundary. 
4. A view from the south side of the lake looking towards the river. This area is quite enclosed at 

the moment, but that may not always be the case. 

1. Within Kew Gardens in line with Isleworth Gate, about 25 m behind the gate.  

 As discussed at paragraph 1.5 of this appendix, from inside the Gardens, the Old Isleworth Gate is currently 
not publicly accessible, since it is itself set within a gated area. From the path that leads up to the gate no 
view can be gained to Syon House or the Gillette Tower due to the intervening evergreen vegetation (refer 
to photos A and B). However, on the Towpath outside of Old Isleworth Gate, due to the open nature of the 
River Thames path as it passes by the Old Isleworth Gate it is anticipated that a glimpsed view will be gained 
to the proposed development behind the trees of Syon Park in the winter (refer to photo C).   

 On the basis of this, it was concluded that it was not necessary to assess a viewpoint from inside Old 
Isleworth Gate, but an additional viewpoint from outside Old Isleworth Gate has been considered as 
Representative view 27 in Appendix 1.9. 

2. From the Woodland Walk, preferably with a clear line of sight to Syon House 

 As discussed in paragraph 1.8 of this appendices, within the Woodland Walk area, visitors are directed to 
use a board walk; no views can be gained to Syon House or the Gillette Tower from this walkway (refer to 
photos E and F).  A view from the Woodland Walk has been assessed (Representative view 28 in Appendix 

1.9 of the September 2020 TVIA) and demonstrates that the proposed development would not be visible 
from the Woodland Walk. 

3. A three-quarter view of Syon House from the south west as the George III painting 
view, again with a clear line of sight, so likely to be close to the site boundary. 

 The chalk drawing shown below in Figure 3, which we understand to be the George III painting referred to, 
was captured from within the Woodland Walk area of Kew.  During the field study no such view could be 
identified due to the existing boundary vegetation. 

 
Figure 3 – George III chalk drawing (https://www.rct.uk/collection/980237/syon-house) 

4. A view from the south side of the lake looking towards the river.  This area is quite 
enclosed at the moment, but that may not always be the case. 

 The view westwards from the southern side of the lake is discussed at paragraph 1.11 and shown in photo 
J. For internal assessment purposes, the verified wireline (Figure 2) was produced, which clearly illustrates 
that the proposed development would not be visible from this location, even in winter.  Such a significant 
amount of mature trees and vegetation would have to be permanently cleared for the proposed 
development to become visible from this viewpoint that it is not considered that future visibility from this 
location is a realistic possibility. 

Summary of response 

 In summary, no new points of visibility were identified by Royal Botanic Gardens Kew and the Kew Society 
in the context of Kew WHS vistas. Where the proposed development would be visible from areas along the 
towpath and limited incidental areas within Kew WHS, they would be read in conjunction with the existing 
20th and 21st century urban context of the Great West Road and Brentford, as would be expected due to 
Kew’s location within the south western suburbs of London.  

 The Garden Trust has not identified any further viewpoints within Osterley Park that would alter the 
conclusions of the September 2020 TVIA.  
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